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message  of welcome, and   the  following  day  Vasco da   CHAP.
Gama went ashore and paid his respects in person to      IV
His Majesty, when he handed to him a letter from the      AJX
King of Portugal,  and  presents   consisting of a goblet    1502.
with a pedestal, and covered by a lid, which contained
2.000   cruzados, also   a  piece of   brocade,   and   twenty-
four pieces of velvets, satins, and coloured damasks, and
a chair covered with  brocade,   and studded  with silver
nails, with its  cushions to  match.    He also handed the
King letters from his young Nair who had remained in
Portugal, giving an account of all he had seen in that
country.    The King advised Sodre to use every expedition
in getting his cargo on, board, and to keep a sharp look-
out at night, as the Zamorin was preparing a great fleet
to come and fight with him.

The Portuguese ships having been taken into the river of
Cochin, Vasco da Gama had them heeled over and caulked
in great haste, and as each one was finished its cargo was
taken on board. Thus they loaded five large ships and
six small vessels with spices and drugs, the produce of
the country. The freight which they had brought out,
and which had been safely deposited in the factory, con-
sisted of cut and branch coral, copper in pigs and sheets,
quicksilver, vermilion, rugs, Flanders brass basins, coloured
cloths, knives, red barret-caps, mirrors, and coloured silks.
Here, as at Cananor, Vasco da Gama also established fixed
rates of weights, measures, and prices, with the sanction
and concurrence of the King. These standards were to
prevail within the Portuguese factory, but outside of that
building anyone might make his own terms for buying or
selling goods. Vasco da Gama then presented the King
with a crown of gold, and a silver-gilt basin and ewer,
whilst to the Prince he gave an enamelled collar, orna-
mented with jewels in the form of a chain, and a round
tent with double linings of coloured satin.

Whilst the Portuguese ships were taking in their
cargoes, a report of the liberality with which Vasco da